
 

Welcome from the Chair 
 
A time to stop and take stock in this newsletter – which arrives on the 
first anniversary of the publication of our first one! 
 
We’ve come a long way in that time, and it’s been a fascinating 
journey for all involved in the RSA, in Scotland and beyond. There 
have been some significant achievements and developments along 
the way, with the commitment and support of a fantastic diversity of 
Fellows. Key milestones include: 
 
• The establishment of the RSA Scotland Venture Fund, with funding 

awarded to some amazing Fellow-led projects across the country 
• Project work around Design & Sustainability, plus Learning & Skills 

(look out in this newsletter for info about forthcoming events) 
• The setting up of monthly City Networks in Glasgow and 

Edinburgh, with plans for launch in Aberdeen and Dundee well 
underway 

• The launch of our significant new digital presence, using the social 
networking tool Ning 

• The success of the RSA Networks, particularly Media, Heritage & 
Creative Industries – again with proposals for new Networks 
(including one of Food & Science) in the pipeline 

• An increase in the number of Fellows in Scotland – bucking the 
trend re potential impact of the economic climate 

• Work developing around the Slow Food movement, with interest 
from cross-sector partners including Scottish Government 

• New partnerships with the Association of Chief Officers of Scottish 
Voluntary Organisations (ACOSVO), the Scottish Green Awards 
and the Goodison Group in Scotland, as well as ongoing 
partnerships with the Festival of Politics and the Edinburgh 
International Book Festival 

• The appointment of four Scottish-based Fellows to the new RSA 
Fellowship Council 

 
Quite a list! And the “golden thread” running through it all is 
Fellowship engagement and action. The aim is to create an 
infrastructure in Scotland which supports Fellow-led ideas, 
partnerships and activity. The beauty of the RSA is the diversity of 
Fellowship – bringing together Fellows from a wide range of areas of 
expertise with wide ranging passions – but the power is in those 
collaborations making social change, and contributing to a society 
which is better for all.  
 
So, it is a good start. But it is just that – the start. These milestones 
are just the first few of a longer journey – one that is full of aspiration 
and potential. Over the coming months we must all work together and 
realise that potential – whether that is new projects, new 
collaborations, new processes or new structures. We want the RSA 
in Scotland to be a place for all Fellows, so we welcome your 
thoughts and views about how we can improve and allow work to 
flourish and capacity unleashed. What would you do if you were the 
Chair…? 
 
Warmest wishes 
 
Louise 
 
Louise Macdonald FRSA 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The RSA-Hitting the Festival Scene 
 
The RSA worked in partnership to deliver two fantastic events as part 
of the plethora of Festivals in Edinburgh in August.. 
 
The first was a joint event with the Scottish Parliament as part to the 
increasingly influential Festival of Politics. Many RSA Fellows were 
among a packed audience in the main chamber of the Parliament to 
hear Nicholas Stern – renowned author of The Stern Review and A 
Blueprint for a Safer Planet, Leo Murray – Media Producer of The 
Age of Stupid, and Andrew Price, author of Slow-tech: Manifesto for 
an Over-wound World, discuss how our economically destructive past 
could become an environmentally sustainable future. 
 
The event, entitled 'Climate for Change: From Economic Crash to 
Eco-Recovery,' challenged the speakers to consider how as the 
current economic crisis could present an opportunity to build a 
sustainable future?  
 
Following a wide-ranging panel debate, the floor was then opened up 
to the audience for a lively Q&A, with questions ranging from how to 
how to build hope in the face of doomsday scenarios, to the green 
credentials of the panelists themselves!  The event was webcast live 
on Holyrood TV, and is still available to view at: 
http://www.holyrood.tv/  
 
The second festival event was as part of our continuing successful 
partnership with the Edinburgh International Book Festival, which this 
year saw us welcome acclaimed cult author Douglas Coupland to the 
main theatre at Charlotte Square. 
 
Coupland, the author of ‘All Families are Psychotic,’ ‘Girlfriend in a 
Coma,’ and his debut, Generation X, delivered an engaging talk, 
which showed exactly why his international bestselling works, which 
walk the tightrope between optimism and paranoia, are such a 
worldwide phenomenon.  
 
We were delighted to work with both the Scottish Parliament and 
EIBF, and are grateful for all their hard work behind the scenes, as 
well as key RSA staff from the events team, for making them such a 
success.

����������	

�� ��
 ������� �

…the power is in those collaborations 
making social change, and contributing to 
a society which is better for all…  
 

Louise Macdonald chairs the Climate for Change event at festival of Politics with panel: Lord  
Nicolas Stern, Leo Murray, Professor Andrew Price 



 

Learning Through Life 
 
On 17 September, at the RSA in London, a definitive report into the 
future for lifelong learning in the UK will be launched. Sponsored by 
the National Institute of Adult Continuing Education, it will review the 
current state of learning in the UK and provide a comprehensive 
vision and strategic framework for the future of lifelong learning in the 
UK. It is expected to include radical recommendations for long term 
change. 
 
RSA Scotland is keen that this report is considered in the context of 
learning and skills for Scotland and is working with Scotland’s 
Futures Forum, the Goodison Group and FEds Scotland to initiate a 
considered debate on the report’s analysis and recommendations.  
We have invited Professor Tom Schuller, the Director of the Inquiry, 
to summarise the findings of the Inquiry and the key issues facing 
Scotland following which there will be opportunity for discussion with 
a view to identifying issues and action points for Scotland. 
The event will be held 2.00-4.00pm Monday 9 November in the 
Scottish Parliament in Edinburgh and full details will be circulated 
soon. 
 
In the meantime, please contact Bob Porrer at 
porrer@blueyonder.co.uk with any queries. Details of the Inquiry are 
at www.lifelonglearninginquiry.org.uk 
 
 

How do people—locals and visitors use 
and enjoy the city? How might the 
challenges of climate change impact on 
the life of the city? How can the lens of 
sustainability help in the evolution of a 
more liveable and resilient city? 
 
 
RSA Dialogues: People Centred Cities 
 
RSA Scotland is planning a participatory lecture that looks at the 
following questions: How do people – locals and visitors – use and 
enjoy the city? How might the challenges of climate change impact 
on the life of the city? How can the lens of sustainability help in the 
evolution of a more liveable and resilient city? 
 
RSA Scotland invites you to join artists and business people, activists 
and architects, designers and planners to explore these and other 
questions. The starting point for discussion will be the potential 
pedestrianisation of Princes Street. 
 
The event will explore progressive urban design through 
presentations by head urban planners from Copenhagen and will be 
followed by discussion and dialogue. This is the first of a proposed 
series of RSA Dialogues to stimulate exchange of ideas amongst 
RSA Fellows, diverse stakeholders and the wider public around the 
theme of design and sustainability.  Details to follow, if you are 
interested in taking part in this exciting event, please contact 
judith.friedman@rsa.org.uk  

Angus Millar Lecture 2009  
 
Lord Robert Skidelsky will be giving year’s Angus Millar Lecture on 
24 November 2009 at the Royal College of Physicians.   Lord 
Skidesky, Professor of political economy, politician, writer, prize-
winning biographer of JM Keynes, syndicated columnist, Russia 
expert and director of the Centre for Global Studies is an authoritative 
voice on the current economic crisis.  Please join us for an evening of 
critical thinking on the economic issues of the moment. Details to 
follow.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Values; Sustainability & the citizen: Making the Cult ural 
Shift 
 
The growing worldwide experience of economic, social and 
environmental crises prompts some fundamental questions about 
contemporary social values. Our values drive and constrain 
responses to the global challenges that we confront and are informed 
and are formed by a complex web of external and internal influences. 
A new collaboration between WWF Scotland and RSA Scotland will 
seek to address the tension between our values and their 
implications on our route towards a more sustainable future. 
 
We are increasingly bombarded with a wealth of (factual) depressing 
news about the global challenges we face. But research is showing 
this often does not inspire positive action – instead, it overwhelms 
people, creating despair and guilt, which can then lead to denial, 
apathy and confusion. How can real commitment to sustainability be 
fostered?   What role can opinion leaders and those in public life play 
to bring about the shift in social values that are needed to meet the 
challenges we face? 
 
To launch this collaboration, a dynamic event will take place on 10th 
February 2010 in Edinburgh, bringing together stimulating 
presentations from: 
 

·  Tom Crompton, Strategies for Change, WWF-UK (author of 
Meeting Environmental Challenges: The Role of Human 
Identity, with Tim Kasser)  

·  Dave Key, Footprint Consulting and facilitator of the WWF 
Natural Change Project (www.naturalchange.org.uk), along 
with a Natural Change project participant. 

 
This will be followed by a facilitated open discussion, which will seek 
to identify action points for taking forward this agenda in Scotland. 
 
More information will follow over the coming weeks, but do please 
mark the date in your diary now - it’s sure to be a popular event!



 

Judge a Debate : RSA Scotland and the Institute of Ideas  
 
RSA Scotland is inviting Fellows to sign up as judges for this year’s Institute 
of Ideas and Pfizer Debating Matters Competition! The Debating Matters  
Competition is a National Competition for high school students that brings a 
new style of debating to schools which focuses on substance rather than 
style.   
 
The premise of the competition is that debates that are worth having involve 
issues that have an impact on the world and affect the way in which we 
understand and shape it. One of the special features of the competition is the 
involvement of a panel of judges, who engage with the students throughout 
the debates by asking probing questions and helping them to develop and 
defend their arguments.  
 
Several RSA Fellows in Scotland were involved in this exciting national 
competition for students 16-18 years old.  The first stage of the competition is 
the Qualifying Rounds and Debating Matters is looking for 40 judges to 
participate in 6 of the Scottish rounds: 
 
Edinburgh (28 Sept), Kirkcaldy (30 Sept), Bearsden (1 Oct), Edinburgh (26 or 
27 Oct TBC), St Andrews (26 Oct), Glasgow (27 Oct).  All are evening 
sessions 4:30pm-8:45pm.  
 
For more information about the role of a Debating Matters judge, please visit 
Debating Matters: http://www.debatingmatters.com/takingpart/judges/ or 
email: judges@instituteofideas.com stating your preferred round(s).  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
RSA Scotland teams up with new Scottish Green Awards 
 
RSA Scotland has linked up with Scottish Business Insider magazine to 
partner on their very first Scottish Green Awards. 
 
The Awards, which aim to champion innovation and commitment from 
businesses and individuals, will be presented at a high profile ceremony in 
Glasgow on 1st October.  
 
The RSA joined organisations such as WWF Scotland and SEPA on the 
judging panel for the Awards, which was an incredibly tough task with such a 
high standard of nominations. Promotion for the Awards was delivered 
through Insider magazine, as well as the business sections of the Daily 
Record, giving the RSA in Scotland fantastic profile in relation to 
environmental and sustainable development issues. 
 
For more information about the Awards, check out 
www.scottishgreenawards.co.uk and look out for the results in the next 
Insider magazine! 
 

RSA 255 th AGM & new Fellowship Council 
 
This is an exciting time at the RSA, with lots of activity happening 
locally, nationally and globally. Of particular note is the establishment 
of the new Fellowship Council, which will hold its inaugural meeting at 
the main RSA AGM (our 255th!!) early in October. To mark this, a 
series of FRSA events are being staged throughout the world 
between the 3rd and 10th of October 2009 which will be videoed and 
shared with Fellows internationally on the RSA website. 
 
Here in Scotland, on Monday 5 October 2009, 6-8pm at The 
Melting Pot, Edinburgh,  we would like to invite you to come along to 
our event and help us celebrate. 
 
The event will consist of a screening of the RSA/Soil Association 
lecture from RSA vision followed by a facilitated open space 
discussion about the issues raised, and ideas about what contribution 
we can make as Fellows. On the night, members of the newly 
appointed RSA Fellowship Council from Scotland will be there to 
meet Fellows to discuss the purpose of the new Fellowship Council 
and how it can best serve the interests of the Fellowship as a whole.. 

 
The new Fellowship Council . . .will 
help Fellows to work with the RSA in 
the development of projects and 
activities  
 
The new Fellowship Council - to be ratified at the Society’s AGM on 7 
October - will represent the interests of the Fellowship, help Fellows 
to work with the RSA in the development of projects and activities, 
and work to ensure that Fellows’ projects are aligned with the 
charitable aims of the Society. An early task for the Fellowship 
Council will be to agree a new Fellows’ Charter that will outline the 
rights, responsibilities and opportunities of Fellowship. 
Fellow elected candidates and Trustees nominated candidates are 
now in place and Scotland has four representatives:   
 
Frances Gallagher 
Charles Millar 
Ann Packard 
Bob Porrer 
  
 
For background information on these and other members go to 
www.thersa.org/about-us/governance/fellowship-council-members 
and click on the names. 
 
For more information and to confirm your attendance, please click 
here.  If you have any questions or queries about this celebration, 
then please don’t hesitate to get in touch. Otherwise, we look forward 
to seeing you there!

 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
RSA Scotland Online 
 
RSA Scotland has a new networking site! Have a look to read 
other Fellows’ profiles, to share your own, to start discussions, to 
share information, to connect and collaborate.  This site collates 
the other RSA Scotland networking sites into one but you are 
welcome to start up a local online group or to share your own 
information.  Check it out: http://rsascotland.ning.com/ 

Nominate a Fellow  

Fellows are passionate about joining forces to achieve positive 
change. Do you know more like minded people in Scotland – 
optimistic, innovative and engaged – who can help us build a better 
society together? Please nominate them to join: 
http://www.thersa.org/fellowship/nominate-a-fellow ! You will need 
to log-in and have your membership number handy to complete the 
form. 

RSA Scotland Committee 2009-2010 
 
Chair: Louise Macdonald  louisem@youngscot.org  
Deputy Chair: Pat Armstrong pat.armstrong@acosvo.org.uk 
Secretary: Sue Hunter  sue.hunter@morton-fraser.com  
Treasurer: TBC 
 
Members: Richard Adams, Steve Baldry, Gemma Bell, William 
Cairns, June Edgar*, Frances Gallagher, Jane Kille, David 
MacLehose*, Andrew Milligan, Ben Spencer, Kathleen Stewart, 
Rob Wherrett* 
 
(*elected/re-elected from AGM 2009) 
 
RSA Networks Manager: 
Judith Friedman  judith.friedman@rsa.org.uk  M: 07500885473 
 

Social Media Programme: Community Project Support 
 
Following the Seminar on Digital Inclusion earlier this year we are 
organising a series of Social Media Surgeries for Fellows who want to 
learn more about social media.   
 
A Social Media Surgery will be held in Glasgow in January 2010. 
These short, simple sessions will provide Fellows campaigning and 
communication skills for the modern age. Taking place across the UK 
the Programme brings together Social Media Surgeons paired with 
one or two novices seeking skills and techniques. Other locations 
planned include Peterborough, Glasgow and Bristol.  We are 
interested in hearing from Fellows who:  
 

·  Are currently involved in a community project?  
·  Are interested in setting up a community website to help 

your activity achieve its aims?  
·  Would like to attend one of the RSA Social Media 

Surgeries? 
·  Would be interested in hosting a Social Media Surgery 

near you? 
·  Have knowledge and skills to share and could mentor a 

Social Media Novice as part of the programme?  
 

If you are interested in attending a session or wish to ensure a 
session takes place near you contact Viv Long-Ferguson, RSA 
Senior Networks Manager, vivienne.long-ferguson@rsa,org,uk or call 
07970 772439. 
 
Arts and Innovation in Aberdeenshire** 
 
Woodend Barn Arts Centre,  a hub for music, sustainable 
development and innovation in the Northeast of Scotland, is hosting 
RSA Fellows on 9 October 2009, 6-7:30pm.   
 
In addition to providing an opportunity for RSA Fellows to meet and 
greet in the North East, there will be an opportunity to learn about the 
many projects running from Woodend Barn including the GoLocal 
campaign. Local project leaders, MSPs, community leaders and 
artists will join Fellows to explore how the arts and sustainability can 
be promoted in the North East of Scotland.  The networking evening 
will be followed by a concert which Fellows are invited to attend.  For 
more information or directions, please contact Mark Hope: 
pmarkhope@gmail.com or visit www.woodendbarn.co.uk  
 
 
Starting Local: IFF World Game in Dundee*** 
 
 
The RSA endeavours to tap into the expertise and experience of its 
Fellowship throughout the UK and abroad and to create opportunities 
for Fellows to connect with other Fellows to contribute to radical 
thinking and practical action for positive social change. As part of our 
effort to scrutinise local issues and to bring a multidisciplinary 
approach to the key challenges facing society today, RSA Fellows, 
particularly those in the PH, DD and KY postcodes, are invited to join 
us to examine the complexity of our global predicament, starting with 
Dundee, through the International Futures Forum World Game. 
  
The IFF World Game, developed through the leadership and 
inspiration of Tony Hodgson FRSA, examines the complexities of the 
global situation and explores possible solutions to the core 
challenges that the world faces.  RSA Fellows will be exploring the 
core challenges to sustainability, urban deprivation and health 
inequalities currently facing Dundee.  Through playing this game, we 
hope to stimulate thought to bring about practical action in response 
to the challenges that Dundee faces.  
 
To make the game particularly effective, we are asking a small group 
of local Fellows to come together prior to the RSA Scotland AGM on 
17 September to determine what key challenges we should be 
addressing through this exercise.  The game will be played with a 
wider group of Fellows and others at the Baxter Park Pavilion on 
October 20 in Dundee.  For more information or to let us know if you 
are interested in playing, please contact judith.friedman@rsa.org.uk  
 

Scottish Networks  
 
Each month, FRSAs in Scotland are getting together to meet, 
collaborate and connect with other Fellows through regular 
networking evenings held in Edinburgh and Glasgow. 
 
The Edinburgh Network meets regularly on the last Thursday of the 
month at Le Monde Hotel, 16 George Street, Edinburgh, 5-7pm and 
the Glasgow Network meets on the second Tuesday of the month at 
Café Gandolfi, 64 Albion Street, Glasgow, 5-7pm.  
 
We are launching a Dundee network with the IFF World Game*** and 
a  Northeast  Scotland network at the Woodend Barn Arts Centre**.   
 
The evenings are intended to provide more opportunities for Fellows 
to meet, to share ideas, and to find ways to make an impact. These 
events are free and non-ticketed and we only suggest that you bring 
lots of business cards and an open mind. 


