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Wednesday 2 September 10.00 a.m. at Writtle College, School of Design, Urban Territory Project . 
 
Thursday 3 September 6.30 p.m. The first meeting of RSA Cambridge at DoubleTree by Hilton, Mill Lane, 
õThe Historic EnvironmentñIssues, Challenges & Opportunitiesõ, City Walkabout and Buffet. 
(Note the change of date for the above event, it was 10 Sept.) 
 
Friday 11 September 9.30 a.m. Chelmsford Civic Centre, Day Conference to Launch the new Chelmsford 
Town Centre Forum , Keynote address by Matthew Taylor , Chief Executive of the RSA, Derek Stebbing, 
Chelmsford Borough Councilõs Planning Policy Officer, Barry Shaw Head of the Built  Environment at Essex County 
Council and Professor Jeff Logsdon,  Head of the School of Design, Writtle College  
 
Thursday 17 September 9.30 a.m. one day event, at the Centre for Mathematical Sciences, Cambridge,  

ôDevelopment of the East of Englandõ, How can we avoid throttling the goose?  
With Cambridge Preservation Society, Cambridgeshire Horizons, Cambridge University, East of England Civic  
Societies and Shape East 
 
Saturday 19 September 10.30 a.m. Maids Head Hotel, Norwich, Mike Loveday CEO Heritage & Regeneration 
Trust (HEART) and RSA AGM . Two Course Lunch and afternoon Guided Tour of Historic Norwich  
 
Monday 28 September 6.30 p.m. Chelmsford Waterfront Place, ôMoving on from the Conferenceõ 
 
Tuesday 29 September 6.00 a.m. RSA Norwich, Maids Head Hotel, Norwich, Opening Mindsõ Workshop 

How do competency -led curricula work out in practice?  
With participating Schools from Norfolk and Suffolk  

 
For Details of each event and How to Book  places see each following separate item  

In Brief, Dates & Events in September   

Newsletter July 2009 

  

 

 

 

All the events in September have a bearing on the  

environment in the East of England in which we live. 

The RSA is increasingly active in the region, working  

with other organisations as well as holding its own events.  

We hope that many Fellows and Guests will support the programme this month.  

Please book early, before the holiday month, by the deadline and avoid waiting lists and disappointment! 

Wednesday 2 September 10.00 a.m. Workshop at Writtle College, School of Design  

As reported in the April Newsletter, the Urban Territory Project being undertaken by Post Graduate  

Students in the School of Design at Writtle College begins in September. ôThe Chelmsford Urban Design 

Project envisions landscape as a part of a natural, cultural and economic system organized by its position 

within the Chelmer River Basin and the town of Chelmsford.õ This is part of the Design Statement which 

indicates the close association with Chelmsford that this project will explore and develop.  

It is an exciting time to become interested in and involved with this Project, If you attend the Conference 

in Chelmsford on 11 September you will hear  Professor Jeff Logsdon describe the assignment. 

To register attendance at the Workshop at Writtle contact Malcolm Noble, mnoble3211@yahoo.com 
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Thursday 3 September 6.30 p.m. The first of regular meetings of RSA Cambridge  

at DoubleTree by Hilton, Granta Place, (previously known as the Cambridge Garden House) Cost £15  

The  Historic Environment - Issues, Challenges and Opportunities  

John Preston MA Dip TP RTPI IHBC FRSA, Historic Environment Manager for Cambridge, and Education 

Secretary for the Institute of Historic Building Conservation 

A chance to hear about, and get involved in, evolving ideas at 

both local and national levels.   

John is working on a draft Historic Environment Strategy for 

Cambridge. In this evening walkabout and talk he will discuss 

evolving ideas, and seek your thoughts, on some of the key 

issues (including climate change, growth, access, and  

managing change). What does Cambridge mean to you?  

How would you reconcile competing challenges in a city of  

international importance for both its legacy from the past, 

and its current ideas? The Cambridge challenges will be set 
into the broader context of the Government consultation on Planning Policy for the Historic Environment.  

Meet outside the Hotel at 6.30 for circuit walkabout for approximately an hour, Finger Buffet, short talk 

and discussion on return to the Hotel. Numbers are limited book now , with the form on the last page 

Friday 7th August closing date . If you are unable to attend you may wish to read and respond to the 

ôSuggestions for Future Meetingsõ on the last page. Contact gladys.jones@virgin.net or 01638 500404 

 

        To launch the Chelmsford Town Centre Partnership  

        Day Conference  

  Chelmsford Borough Council & RSA East of England Region  

      Chelmsford Civic Centre, Friday 11 September 9.30a.m.  

 Conference delegates will be welcomed by the Mayor of  Chelmsford, 

Councillor Tony Sach, with opening remarks by Malcolm Noble FRSA. 

The Keynote address will be given by Matthew Taylor, Chief Executive  

of the RSA. The following programme will include, introduction of the 

Town Centre Area Action Plan by Borough Council Representatives, 

ôThe Essex Design Initiativeõ, Barry Shaw  MBE FRSA Head of the Built Environment, Essex County Council,  

the Writtle School of Design ôUrban Territory Projectõ, Professor Jeff Logsdon, Head of Writtle College 

School of Design, ôIdentification of the Issues and Shaping the Forumõ, led by Derek Stebbing, Chelmsford 

Borough Council Planning Policy Officer. In addition there will be a guided Town Centre walkabout and in 

conclusion an Open Space Panel, with opportunities for discussion. A Buffet Lunch will be provided. 

Attendance will be by Ticket only. Please email Malcolm Noble to register with your name, address and 

phone contact to obtain your Ticket. mnoble3211@yahoo.com 

Development of the East of England ñ How can we avoid throttling the Goose?  

One-day event on 17 September 9.15 a.m. Centre for Mathematical Sciences, Cambridge   

 

Participating organisations include Cambridge Preservation Society, Cambridgeshire Horizons,  

Cambridge University, East of England Civic Societies, East of England RSA and Shape East 

The East of England region is hugely important to the economy of the country, but we need to make sure 

that its expansion preserves its attractiveness as a place in which we live and work. The meeting will  

re-assess the process by which the development of the region is planned and seek to inject new vision 

into it. 

After brief introductions the programme for the day will include the following input  - 

Why is the region developing? Steve Cox (EEDA), Christopher Tunnell (Arup), Matthew Bullock 

(Norwich & Peterborough BS) 
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The Maids Head Hotel 

Homes: Sir Richard MacCormac (MJP Architects)          Finance: Adam Marshall (Centre for Cities) 

Transport: Sir David Rowlands (Former Permanent Secretary, DfT) 

Governance: Professor Tony Travers (LSE) 

Agriculture, Landscape and Resources: Gareth Dalglish (Natural England) 

East of England Plan: Adrian Cannard (EERA)                 Summary: John Worthington (DEWG) 

 

If you wish to attend this event, please email planning@cpswandlebury.org with your name, organisation, 

address and phone number. 

The event is being funded by Cambridgeshire Horizons to help promote the Quality Charter for growth. In 

the evening the City of Cambridge will host in the same location a presentation and debate about tall  

buildings, as its contribution to National Urban Design Week. 

Contact gladys.jones@virgin.net or 01638500404 

Heritage and Regeneration Trust (HEART), RSA AGM,  

Two course Lunch and optional Guided Tour of Historic Norwich  

Saturday 19 September 10.30 for 11.00 a.m. Maids Head Hotel Norwich Cost £15  

This yearõs AGM has a heritage focus. Our base is the Maids Head Hotel, the oldest active Hotel in England. 

The Maids Head, which is across the road from Norwich Cathedral, counts The Black Prince, Catherine of 

Aragon, William and Robert Kett of Kettõs rebellion fame and Queen Elizabeth 1 as former guests. 

                                                     Coffee and tea will be served in the Hotel lounge on arrival. The 

                                                     meeting will begin in the Oak Room with a talk from Mike Loveday  

                                                     who is Chief Executive of Norwich Heritage and Regeneration Trust 

              (HEART) http://www.heritagecity.org whose key role is to act as an 

                                                     umbrella organisation for the cityõs built heritage, acting as a catalyst  

                                                     for social and heritage regeneration. Mike will give an overview of 

                                                     HEARTõs projects including the Norwich 12 www.norwich12.co.uk 

                                                     A scheme to promote and interpret the cityõs iconic buildings. 

                                                     The AGM will follow Mikeõs talk.  
 

We currently have vacancies on the Regional Committee, particularly for Fellows who live in Norfolk, 

Hertfordshire and Bedfordshire. Fellows considering joining the committee should contact Paul Dickson, 

Regional Chairman for an informal discussion, tel. 01603 666011, email isis@globalnet.co.uk 

After the AGM there will be an opportunity for questions about the development of the RSA in the East of 

England. It would be helpful if the committee could be alerted to questions in advance. Please contact Paul 

Dickson as above. 

The morning will conclude with a brief talk about the history of the Maids Head Hotel. 

After Lunch from 2.30 to 4.00 p.m. there will be a guided walking tour of historic Norwich with a Blue 

Badge Guide. The Tour is optional, but must be booked in advance. 

Approximate Timing: 

¶ 10.30 for 11.00 a.m. Coffee & Tea on arrival                             

¶ 11.00  ñ 12.00 p.m. Talk                                                                                           

¶ 12.00  ñ 12.40 p.m. AGM & Discussion 

¶ 12.40  ñ   1.00 p.m. Talk 

¶   1.00  Two-course Lunch served in the Maids Headõs Courtyard Restaurant 

¶   2.30 to 4.00 p.m. Optional Guided Tour   

         

    

           

Car Parking is available at the Hotel www.foliohotels.com/maidshead tel. 0844 8559120  The Hotel is a10 

minutes walk from the Norwich Railway Station. Telephone 08457 48 49 50 for train times, maps and 

other information can be found at www.visitnorwich.co.uk or on 01603 213 999  

Please use the Booking Form on the last page. Closing date for Booking Wednesday 9 September  

Contact gladys.jones@virgin.net or on 01638 500404   

Castle and Cathedral Norwich 
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RSA Chelmsford  

ôMoving on from the Conferenceõ,  Monday 28 September 6.30 p.m. at Waterfront Place 

This is advance notice of the next meeting. The agenda will be  

arranged and Fellows notified after the Conference on September 11. 

Book the date in your diary now!  

Contact for this event mnoble3211@yahoo.com 

ôOPENING MINDSõ WORKSHOP NORWICH  

How do competency-led curricula work out in practice? 

RSA Norwich  is holding a follow-up event to complement the seminar held on 5 March.  

However, you need not have attended that event to come to this one, which stands in its own right.  

Fellows and Guests are welcome to this and all regular events held in Norwich. 

Tuesday 29 September at 6.00  for a 6.30 p.m. start, the meeting to close at 8.00 p.m.  

In the Erpingham Room at Maids Head Hotel, Norwich.  

This is a free event, coffee and tea on arrival.  

 

Format:  Senior staff from 3 local schools** will give short accounts of their experiences and of 

the impact such programmes are having on their pupilsõ attitudes and attainment (total 

30-40 minutes). Each will take a specific and different aspect.  

This will be followed by open discussion and questions, where there will be a full  

opportunity to probe, challenge, share experience and exchange views (50-60 minutes).  

Opening Minds  

Developed at the turn of the millennium by the RSA, Opening Minds is a broad framework through 

which schools can deliver the content of the national curriculum in a creative and flexible way. It is 

based on five sets of competencies, Citizenship, Learning, Managing Information, Managing Situations 

and Relating to People, and is currently being used in 200 secondary schools nationally. To get the best 

from the evening, we advise that you inform yourself about this project by logging onto the RSA  

website at www.thersa.org/projects/education 

Such an approach is not limited to secondary schools, and one of the contributors will be from the  

primary sector. Please feel free to extend this invitation to colleagues and friends from primary schools. 

 

** Schools taking part: Aylsham High School, Aylsham, Norfolk; Thorpe St Andrew School, Norwich, 

Norfolk; and Elm Tree Primary School, Lowestoft, Suffolk. 

Attendance:  If you would like to attend, please let Claude Scott know either by email 

(cjscott@talktalk.net) or by telephone 01603 455686.  

Closing date: Friday 25 September .  

Please give your name and where relevant the school you represent.  

Car Parking is available at the Hotel www.foliohotels.com/maidshead tel. 0844 8559120  The Hotel is a 

10 minutes walk from the Norwich Railway Station. Telephone 08457 48 49 50 for train times, maps 

and other information can be found at www.visitnorwich.co.uk or on 01603 213 999  

Details of the October events onwards will be in the September Newsletter   

mailto:cjscott@talktalk.net
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ISO®  Fine Art & Interiors 

www.isodesign.uk.com 

  Inaugural Exhibition - RSA House, Vault 3  

 on the 3rd & 4th September 2009 from 11a.m. - 7p.m. 
ISO Fine Art & Interiors represents the combined and individual works of a growing consortium of  

established artists, designers and skilled craftsmen; creating stunning sculpture, innovative furniture and 

lighting and inspirational architecture. Our online gallery catalogues an expository of works that tour the 

major exhibition circuits and previews works in development or under construction. 

Our support team of award winning graphic design specialists create photorealistic illustrations and 

technical drawings; enabling us to provide a complete design and visualisation service for collectors,  

interior designers and private/corporate commissions. 

High street gallery space comes at a premium and impressive pieces such as ours rarely feature  

collectively. Public exhibition stands are often prohibitive for the individual artist or designer, especially 

in the current financial climate, and without an affordable platform, many larger works remain promising 

concepts that never see the light of day. 

Laura Frances FRSA invites you to view an Inaugural Exhibition at John Adam Street   

The ISO Ethos  

It's no surprise that as artists we have strong personal convictions and 

tenets that we communicate through our work. Artistic statement is 

open to interpretation; always has been, always will be, but without a 

doubt art has historically created one of  the most provocative  

forums for weighty debate. And long may it continue. 

Another fact of art history; when an artist or designer becomes  

famous or even infamous, their works rise in value and are often  

resold years after creation for considerably greater sums than for which 

the piece was originally purchased. Plainly this is good for the artist,  

collectors, patrons and paladins who support and sustain the creative 

industry. However, all too often the integrity of individual works are 

lost in the numbers; a travesty. 

The ISO artists consortium have a solution to that; for every artwork 

or design piece we create, we shall donate a sustainable percentage of 
clear profit from sales to a charity or cause that is either particularly 

relevant to the piece, or of the artist's personal choice.  

Cymbidium Exotica 

Each work will bear a resale covenant with its provenance; the artist's legacy, binding the reseller to  

donate the same percentage of clear profit to the charity for which the piece was originally dedicated. 

No-one loses, everyone gains. And the 'message-in-a-bottle' cannot be lost no matter how many shores it 

is cast upon. 

What is Transition?  

RSA Norwich heard about Transition Norwich in a fascinating talk from Tully Wakeman.  

Want to know more? Then go to www.transitionnorwich.org ð where you can catch up on all the activity 

in your region and more still about Transition Towns nationally - http://transitiontowns.org. 

You can contact Tully Wakeman at  tully.wakeman@googlemail.com  he will be pleased to hear from you.  

Please mention the RSA connection. 

Have you heard of Transition Cambridge? A busy website awaits you at www.transitioncambridge.org 

Are you involved with either of these groups? Let us know what is going on in your area. 

Contact Paul Dickson isis@globalnet.co.uk for Norwich & gladys.jones@virgin.net for Cambridge. 

file:///C:/Users/Gladys/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/04V8PT12/ISO%20Press%20Release%2012-06-09.doc#_top#_top
http://www.transitionnorwich.org
http://transitiontowns.org
mailto:tully.wakeman@googlemail.com
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Our Heritage Our Future June 20 at the Unitarian Meeting House in Bury St Edmunds  

After a warm welcome and short history of the Meeting House Building from the David Rees the meeting 

got under way with a presentation from Greg Luton (Regional Director, English Heritage) entitled ôNew 

Designs : Old Buildingsõ. Greg posed the question ôWhy does design matter?õ considering its particular 

relevance to the region, specifically its growth and the need for high quality design solutions. He said it 

was ôNot a choice of òoldó or ònewóõ. Regeneration of old buildings added to the quality of our lives.  

Barry Shaw MBE FRSA (Director of the Essex Design Initiative, ECC Head of the Built Environment)  

followed with ôOld and new in Essexõ. The Essex Design Initiative provided  

examples of development in the region again stressing the importance of Design 

and placing the whole in the historical context of the region. 

ôSkills Challenges and Changeõ was addressed in John Prestonõs presentation. 

John is Education Secretary IHBC and Historic Environment Manager Cambridge 

City Council. He took us through managing change using  New Hall College in 

Cambridge as an example. 

Lastly, Dave Phillips and Merlynne Francique, the Youth Action Team of the  

National Youth Agency, explained their aim is to support organisations that work 

with young people. They gave many examples of  the ways in which young people 

can become involved such as, training young people to act as guides at heritage sites, in galleries or using 

young peopleõs skills visual, musical, drama etc. to promote inclusion in the programmes of organisations. 

An excellent lunch, and a tour of Bury Arc followed by tea and discussion ending an extremely enjoyable 

and informative day shared by a number of societies, a new venture for the RSA in this region and soon 

to be repeated in Kings Lynn on 10 October. Watch out for details in the next Newsletter.  

Unitarian Meeting House 

Brief Record of Recent RSA  Activities in the Region  

 We could be on the Med. 

But no, the Bridge gives the game away! 

Topsail Barge Cruise 13 June 

Cruise Photos permission John Patman 

Annual Dinner Christõs College 

3 April, Celebrating Darwin 

Garden Party 4 July 

Murray Edwards College, Cambridge 

All events here oversubscribed. Remember to book early! 

Let us have your  photos from the next event. 


