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March Events  

for Fellows and Guests to Book Now  
 For details for each event see the  following pages 

 
Thursday 18 March 7.30 p.m.  

Chelmsford Society AGM  
Moulsham Mill, Parkway, Chelmsford 

************  
Friday 19 March 1.30 for 2.00 p.m.  
Chelmsford Visioning 2010 Project  

The Art of City Making  
Charles Landry  

Chelmsford Civic Centre 

************  
Monday 22 March 8.00 p.m.  

Muslim Heritage and the 21st Century   
Dr Muhammad Ahsan FRSA  

Essex Book Festival, Chelmsford Library 

************  
Tuesday 23 March 6.30 for 7.00 p.m.  
RSA Chelmsford & Writtle Project  

Waterfront Place, Chelmsford 
 

************  
Monday 29 March 4.00 ñ7.00 p.m.  

Social Media Networks  
 &  

Community Web Site Design  
Chelmsford Library 

In Brief  ôWhatõs Going Onõ in the Region   

Newsletter March 2010 

Itõs Spring! Well, with some wishful thinking, it is nearly! 

At least in the East of England things are ôbuzzingõ as far as the 

RSA is concerned. Gradually more Fellows are becoming  

actively involved with setting up meetings to launch groups with 

the intention to meet on a regular basis. We have several means of communication to assist Fellows in 

making and keeping contact with activities. We have an on line site which you can join and access at  

http://eastofenglandfrsa.ning.com/ . There is the web site at www.thersa.org.uk where you will find under  

ôFellowship, Regions, East of Englandõ our web page with this Newsletter and activities in the region. You 

can also contact me to have events advertised or to promote meetings or ideas you want to share. Your 

committee will be pleased to hear from you and to support your suggestions for activities. However, the 

best success will come from Fellows themselves taking an active part in organising events which are of 

interest and importance to them. I look forward to hearing from you, gladys.jones@virgin.net 

 
April & May Events  

for Fellows and Guests to Book Now  
 For details for each event see the  following pages 

 
Saturday 17 April 10.00 for 10.30 a.m.  

Rivers in Towns  
How can a town make good use of its river?  

Hosted by the Ipswich Society with RSA 
Waterfront Building 

University Campus Suffolk, Ipswich 
A day long event with Tour & Lunch cost £15 

************  
tbc Tuesday 27 April 7.00 - 8.00 p.m.  

Cambridge Network  
Hauser Forum, Idea Space 

 Cambridge University West Site 

************  
Friday 7 May 7.30 p.m.  

Annual Dinner RSA East of England  
Ipswich Town Football Club  

Sir Bobby Robson Suite  
Behind the Scenes Tour & Speaker, John Gummer MP 

************  
Diary Dates 

Tuesday 1 June 2.00 p.m. 
Bernards Farm, Essex  

************  
Saturday 18 September  

RSA AGM 10.30 for 11.00 a.m.  

For reports and other items of interest see the later pages of the Newsletter  

http://eastofenglandfrsa.ning.com/
http://www.thersa.org.uk/
mailto:gladys.jones@virgin.net
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                       Thursday 18 March 7.30  

                      Chelmsford Society AGM  

            Moulsham Mill Craft & Business Centre  

             Parkway, Chelmsford Essex CM2 7PX  

The Chelmsford Society will be holding its AGM at Moulsham Mill. 

The existing wooden building dates back to 1819, although a mill has 

stood on this site for over 1000 years and is listed in the Doomsday 

Book of 1086. For centuries it functioned as a water Mill, with grain being transported from Maldon along 

the rivers Blackwater and Chelmer. During the middle of the nineteenth century the Mill was converted to 

a steam operation. The waterways continued to be used, with coal for the engines being brought to the 

Mill by horse drawn barges. A local Chelmsford based family business operated the Mill for 200 years until 

its closure in 1971. In 1983 a major restoration project took place, which brings us to the present day. 

The Chelmsford Society members have invited RSA Fellows to join them in discussion on the 

future direction of the Society. We hope you will take this opportunity to be actively involved with the 

Society and Chelmsford Borough Council in planning for the future. 

To attend, please contact Malcolm Noble, mnoble3211@yahoo.com  

Map and Directions to Moulsham Mill can be found at www.moulshammill.co.uk 

Friday 19 March 1.30 for 2.00 p.m.  Chelmsford Town Centre Forum  

The next meeting of the Chelmsford Town Centre Forum will be on 19 March in the Council Chamber at 

the Civic Centre in Duke Street, Chelmsford. Refreshments will be available at 1.30 before the meeting. 

Fellows are encouraged to support this RSA led initiative. The purpose of the meeting is to launch the 

Chelmsford Visioning 2010 Project.  

A presentation, ôThe Art of City Makingõ, will be given by Charles Landry,  

author of ôThe Creative Cityõ and an international authority on cities.  

Our aim is to engage the Chelmsford communities in understanding the role and potential of the town  

centre in this the county town of Essex, with a view to developing a clearer identity and more successful 

place. We will start with a focus on the historic Shire Hall and Tindal Square. 

We are planning a series of workshops to be held during the summer, culminating in a two day event with 

design teams drawing up different scenarios for the future culture and character of the town centre. The 

leading partners in this endeavour are the RSA, Essex County Council, Chelmsford Borough Council and 

the Academy of Urbanisation. 

Fellows will have the opportunity to comment on this proposal at the meeting, so we hope many Fellows 

and their guests not only from Chelmsford, but across the region will attend and make a contribution. 

To attend, please contact Malcolm Noble, mnoble3211@yahoo.com 

Horizon Suite, Waterfront Place, Wharf Road, Chelmsford CM2 6LU   

Map and Directions can be found at http://www.waterfront-place.co.uk/ 
 

        Tuesday 23 March 6.30 with Coffee for 7.00 p.m. start   

A meeting of RSA Chelmsford to consider our response to the Borough 

Councilõs Public Realm Strategy, to review the Writtle College riversides  

project & to decide on the next steps in working with the Chelmsford Society. 

All are welcome to attend, with guests, this is your chance to ôhave your sayõ on 

the latest strategic planning. To register attendance contact Malcolm Noble  mnoble3211@yahoo.com  

Venue on the Canal 

mailto:mnoble3211@yahoo.com
http://www.moulshammill.co.uk
mailto:mnoble3211@yahoo.com
mailto:mnoble3211@yahoo.com
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                Essex Book Festival 22 March 8 p.m. £4/3  

         Muhammad Ahsan FRSA  

      Muslim Heritage and the 21st Century  

               Introduced by Darryl Webber, Essex Chronicle 

The contribution of the Muslim World to a wide range of sciences and 

academic disciplines is often overlooked or taken for granted. This 

book provides a glimpse of the rich cultural heritage within the Muslim 

World and the significant role that Muslims have played in the  

advancement of knowledge. The timing of this publication is particularly 

pertinent when the doom-laden predictions of Samuel Huntington's  

The Clash of Civilisation and the Remaking of World Order are being given 

greater credence. The author conveys a sense of rich cultural heritage 

within the Muslim World. The book represents a significant  

contribution towards a better understanding of the Muslim World and 

it's often overlooked contribution to a range of sciences and academic 

disciplines (Dr Roy Smith, Principal Lecturer, The Nottingham Trent University). 

Having graduated from four countries and worked in two continents, Dr Ahsan is a distinguished research 

scholar. In the fields of globalisation, Muslim world, development studies and education, his research has 

gained international recognition. His thoughts have significantly influenced the setting of priorities and  

directions for the Muslim World and re-forming the OIC (Organisation of the Islamic Conference).  

Dr Ahsan is a regular supporter of RSA activities connected with meetings and projects in Chelmsford. 

To book, call the Festival Box Office 01206 573948 or on line www.essexbookfestival.org.uk 

Writtle College Project  

Our RSA East of England Panel has continued to work with the Head of  Writtle College School of Design,  

Jeff Logsdon and with lecturer Saruhan Moser and the group of Postgraduate Students on the landscape 

design architecture course. They have developed plans for the future of a site between the east side of the 

High Street and the River Chelmer in Chelmsford, at present occupied largely by a car park. The RSA Panel 

and the Writtle College Staff have selected six sets of student plans setting out alternative possibilities for 

the development of the site. These plans will be displayed at an exhibition destined for the town centre. 

The date and venue is to be confirmed. We will notify you when this is arranged. 

Social Media Training, Monday 29 March, Essex County Library, Chelmsford.  

A training session on social media is being arranged by Clare Reilly RSA Networks Manager. This is  

intended to enable Chelmsford Society members to develop skills on using social media networks and 

community web site design. Any Fellows who are interested should contact Malcolm Noble  

mnoble3211@yahoo.com 

Report:   RSA Chelmsford and Chelmsford Society Meeting 18th January 2010  

This joint meeting was a considerable success. The 43 RSA Fellows and Chelmsford Society members 

participated in a workshop session on the topicõ Social Media for Social Benefitõ, led by David Wilcox, 

a Social Reporter and author of ôSocial by Socialõ, a guide to using new technologies to deliver social 

impact. We also had input from Brian Frost of the Chelmsford Society, while the RSAõs Professor 

Peter Landshoff briefed us on the recent experience of the civic society, Cambridge Past Present and 

Future. The Training opportunity indicated above will serve to follow up this meeting. 

http://www.essexbookfestival.org.uk
mailto:mnoble3211@yahoo.com
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Rivers in towns  

How can a town make good use of its river?  

Saturday 17 April at 10.00 for 10.30 a.m.  

Meeting hosted by the Ipswich Society at the Waterfront Building,  

University Campus Suffolk, Ipswich IP4 1QJ  

James Baker (IBC Greenways Project):The River Gipping in Ipswich  

Brian Human (Historic Towns Forum): Making water your friend  

Philippa Noon (Cam Conservators):    Leisure pressures on rivers  

Alec Hartley (Norwich Society):          Lessons from Norwich  

Jenny Mant (River Restoration Centre):Lessons from the Thames  

John Norman (Ipswich Society):           Tour of the Waterfront  

Stephen Earl (Great Yarmouth): Problems solved and unsolved at Yarmouth  

Roger Valentine (Environment Agency): Waterspace strategies  

Roger Estop (Chelmsford): Revealing the rivers in a changing town  

Anne Mason (Heritage Lottery Fund): Using rivers to celebrate local heritage  

Cost £15 including sandwich lunch.  

This is the third event in the series "Keeping our region special"  

 

EAST OF ENGLAND CIVIC SOCIETIES 

                                                    

                                 

Ipswich Waterfront 

To book your place, please use the Booking Form on the last page.  

Closing date for booking Thursday 8 April.  
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Annual Dinner Friday 7 May 2010  

The Sir Bobby Robson Suite, Ipswich Town Football Club  

Behind the Scenes Tour  

&  

Speaker Rt. Hon. John Gummer MP  
This year we are holding our Annual Dinner in the unique surroundings of the well know Football Club. 

The Sir Bobby Robson Suite overlooks the award winning pitch. In May 2007 ITFC became the UKõs first 

carbon neutral football club as a result of an innovative partnership with E.ON. and in collaboration with  

DEFRA, the CRED team at the UEA and Ipswich Borough Council. In addition, prior to the Dinner we  

offer an optional, behind the scenes Tour at Portman Road, especially interesting for all football fans.   

We are fortunate to have the Rt. Hon. John Gummer MP as our speaker. As MP for Suffolk Coastal, John 

Gummer has been involved in many issues local to the region. He has been a cabinet minister and Friends 

of the Earth called him ôthe best Environmental Secretary they had ever hadõ. He is standing down at the 

next election to concentrate on his work on the environment, which will be the theme of his presentation.  

Annual Dinner Tickets are £39 per person. Dress Formal, lounge jackets acceptable. 

The price includes tour, drinks reception, wine with three course meal and coffee. 

Times: Tour from 6 p.m. Reception from 7.30 p.m. Dinner 8.00 p.m. 

Further details, including access to Public Transport, Parking and  Hotel Accommodation will be provided 

on booking, either by email or post if a stamped addressed envelope is included with the booking form. 

Disabled access is available and special dietary requirements catered for the meal.  

The booking form is on the last page. Closing date Wednesday 14 Aprilõ10 Contact Gladys Jones, 

gladys.jones@virgin.net or on 01638 500404  

CAM ARTS                                                        The Cambridge Arts Movement (CAM) is an exciting new collective of  

                                   Cambridge Artists, mostly from the visual disciplinesñpainting, drawing, mixed 

media, sculpture, photography, illustration, printmaking and more. Themed, solo and group exhibitions 

take place approximately every two weeks throughout 2010, see www.williamsart.co.uk 

Fellows involved are keen to share their enthusiasm for the arts in its widest sense. If you would be  

interested in taking part too, then email me, gladys.jones@virgin.net I look to hearing from you. 

Report:        A Day Out on the Essex Marshes ñConflict and Conservation  

A group of twenty-five Fellows gathered at Abbotts Hall, Headquarters of the Essex Wildlife Trust, on 

Saturday 27 February for a day out in the Blackwater estuary. The theme of the visit was conflict and 

conservation under the conditions of rising sea levels. The day began with a perfect illustration of the 

problem as the groupõs leader, Professor Andy Blowers, was delayed by the high tide, unable to cross to 

the mainland from Mersea Island. 

The visit was introduced through a video ôBlackwater: the Environment of an Estuaryõ, which introduces 

the Open Universityõs Environment Course. The video explores problems of change, conflict and  

response in the dynamic conditions of an estuary, a place where land, sea and sky meet, illuminating the 

elements that compose the environment. The Blackwater provides a case study of the changes and  

conflicts between sea and land, farming and conservation, industry and tourism and the responses of 

nature and humans.                                                                                                                Contõ 

mailto:gladys.jones@virgin.net
http://www.williamsart.co.uk/
mailto:gladys.jones@virgin.net
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In bright and blustery conditions, perfect for experiencing the marshes, the group was led a ramble around 

Abbotts Hall Farm by Warden Harvey Sherwood. There were three features to the morning walk. First, 

there was the farm itself, a demonstration  

project of how to farm sustainability as well as 

profitably. The farm covering 283,ha.,with its 

hedgerows, copses, ponds, ditches, grass strips, 

beetle bank and other features is mixed arable 

with some grazing of sheep. It is rich in birdlife 

and sharp eyed twitchers in the group spotted 

yellowhammer, fieldfare, and marsh harriers, and 

from time to time, there were skeins of the 

iconic bird of the marshes, the Brent Goose. 

 

The farm slopes gently towards the wide river 

and the marshes, the second feature of the walk. 

Saltmarsh and mudflats are teeming with invertebrates and plant life, an important, but threatened habitat, 

the victim of ôcoastal squeezeõ as rising tides beat up against sea walls eroding away the marshes that front 

them. Everywhere there are signs of degraded marshes, gradually succumbing to the sea. One way of  

conserving marshes is to breach the sea walls allowing waves to disperse and deposit silt, gradually  

converting low-lying pasture into Saltmarsh. The ômanaged retreatõ enables processes to replace marshes 

lost to the sea as the coast shifts inland. The breaches at Abbotts Hall were made in 2002 and already 

Saltmarsh is becoming established. 

On the opposite shore, some two miles away, is the bulk of 

the former Bradwell nuclear power station, the third  

feature of the morningõs walk. Bradwell operated for forty 

years and was, from time to time, the site of conflict over 

proposals for a shallow nuclear waste repository during the 

1980s and, later, over a proposed incinerator. It is now the 

focus for another conflict as it has been listed as a potential 

site for a new nuclear power station, part of the ônuclear 

renaissanceõ seen by government as part of the answer to 

climate change. A major problem here is that the sea level 

rise predicted under climate change may eventually in the 

next century overwhelm the Dengie Peninsula on which Bradwell stands and inundate or isolate the power 

station and the highly radioactive spent fuel stores. A new power station drawing a tenth of the volume of 

the estuary for cooling water and increasing the  

temperature of the estuary could also have a  

devastating impact on local fishing and the  

historic and famous Colchester native oyster  

industry. In the event of a major incident it would 

prove difficult, if not impossible, to evacuate Mersea 

Island and other coastal villages. 

 

After lunch the group moved on to nearby Old Hall 

Marshes, one of the RSPBõs reserves, for a guided walk 

led by the Paul Charlton, the site manager.  

 

 


