
Our fourth and, 
according to the 
feedback, our most 
successful Salon yet, 
took place on 24th April 
2008 in Brighton at the 
Redroaster Coffee 
House. The aim of this 
particular Salon, led by 
Faynia Williams, was to 
have the usual 
inspirational mix of 
challenging debate and 
high quality 
entertainment, but then 
to reach beyond the 
event itself to launch an 
important Public Art project for the 
region. The Salon was podcast as 
part of our policy to look outward 
and link to the House in practical 
and innovative ways, and share our 
work with the Fellowship.  

The RSA’s Head of Arts, Michaela 
Crimmin, who was responsible for 
Trafalgar Square’s Fourth Plinth 
project, chaired the evening. This 
meant we had the best possible 
expertise and advice from the 
House to ensure we set our Public 
Art project off on the right note. 
Paula Murray, Head of Arts and 
Creative Industries for Brighton and 
Hove Council, spoke about the 
city’s public art, for which she is 
responsible, and with whom we 
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Please get involved  
The South East Region is one of 
the liveliest groups in the RSA. 
Our successful public art salon 
reported in this newsletter is an 
example of the leading events we 
organise. There is a dedicated 
team who plan and implement 
events, but we always need more 
help. 
Here are some of the ways you 
can get involved: 
• Join the committee. Two 

members have recently had to 
leave because of pressure from 
their “day” job. We urgently 
need more committee 
members, particularly younger 
Fellows. Please contact me if 
you would like to stand. 

• We need ideas for high-quality 
events that further the aims of 
the RSA. Let us have 
suggestions, particularly if you 
can help organise an event. 

• We want to develop our 
podcasting of events and would 
like to have some videocasting. 
Getting these produced 
commercially is extremely 
expensive. If you have the 
technical know-how (and 
equipment) and would be willing 
to help with future events, 
please contact Peter Rose 

 

Speakers (Clockwise from top left) Mike Smith, Andrew 
Shoben, Michaela Crimmin and Paula Murray 
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On or Off the Pedestal – the Public Art Debate. 

hope to work closely to bring our 
idea to fruition. 

Melanie Pappenheim and Rebecca 
Askew from Orlando Gough’s 
award winning SHOUT ensemble 
began the evening with a most 
extraordinary moving sung love 
duet via megaphones across the 
heads of the assembled crowd;   
an example of high quality public 
art as performance. They gave 
further performances during the 
evening 

Mike Smith, Executive Producer 
of Channel 4’s forthcoming Big Art 
Project, treated us to a preview of 
the series and spoke about the 
ideas behind the Big Art Trust 
which is delivering the artwork.  



Regional Chair: Irene Campbell   Irene.Campbell@eastsussex.gov.uk 
Newsletter editor: Peter Rose  communicating@btinternet.com 

Committee members 
Irene Campbell, Chair, is an 
Assistant Director for East 
Sussex County Council 
Eleri Sampson, Vice Chair, is a 
writer, presenter and executive 
coach  
Ian Somerville, Treasurer, is a 
Chartered Accountant  
Gloria Laycock, Secretary, is 
Professor of Crime Science at 
UCL  
Graham Rawlinson is a 
psychologist and Director of 
Farm Fresh Express  
Peter Rose is an independent 
strategic communication 
consultant.  
Rebecca Luff is a consultant 
supporting social and 
environmental projects. 

SE Region web site 
The SE Region web site is being 
updated as part of the renewal of 
the main RSA site 

You can access our area from the 
link above or through the main 
RSA site at www.thersa.org 

At the moment you can download 
the newsletter and podcasts. Soon 
you will also be able to see more 
details of events and our diary. 

Local Activities 
Following last year's AGM, where there was some support for a young 
people's project. Some interested Fellows have met recently to look at 
what a Young People's Project might look like. It was agreed that a Cultural 
space, possibly in Bexhill, for young people to own and use, might be a way 
forward. Next steps will involve an email to be sent to Fellows in East Sussex, 
to declare their expertise if they are interested in pursuing such a project. Or 
let the Chair know now. An event will follow to discuss the scope and 
possibilities. Then local groups and individual teenagers will be consulted and 
then we will see what happens next. So either join in or watch this space  
A few Fellows have expressed an interest in getting together in the 
Eastbourne area to see what sort of networking they wish to pursue. If you 
are interested let the Chair know and a meeting can be arranged. 
For those of you who are wondering what is happening after our two events 
in the Canterbury area, Fellows who declared an interest will be meeting 
shortly to decide how best to take ideas forward. 

Our search for the lost statues hit the Argus 
in early May 

One of Britain’s foremost sculptors, 
Andrew Shoben, founder of 
Greyworld in Paris, told us how their 
goal was to create works that 
articulate public spaces, allowing 
some form of self-expression in 
areas of the city that people see 
everyday but normally exclude and 
ignore.  He was commissioned by 
the children of Burnley to create a 
light work for the town which 
became the first of the Big Art 
projects to be launched that very 
week. 

The very lively debate and forum on 
Public Art which followed included 
the launch of the RSA project to find 
a suitable idea for the empty plinths 
in Victoria Gardens, Brighton.  

Readings were provided by Alan 
Felton, Richard Crane and Carol 
Cleveland  (of Monty Python 
fame) who read the poem 
inscribed on the base of one 
of the world’s most celebrated 
pieces of public art, the Statue 
of Liberty. This was followed by 
the Afro American poetic 
response to its sentiments, 

showing how controversial art can 
be when in the public domain. 

We hope people will now keep the 
debate going so the project can 
come to fruition with the backing of 
the public and become yet another 
RSA contribution to a regional 
community. Fellows can support the 
project at networks.thersa.org, you 
can join the “Filling the plinths in 
Brighton” group at: 
www.facebook.com  
or e-mail us on 
BrightonPlinths@googlemail.com 

Richard Crane, Alan Felton, Carol Cleveland and Shout 

  

Our AGM and Dinner 

Our AGM and dinner will be held 
at Stanmer House, Brighton on 
Friday 5 September.  

Before the meeting there will be 
an opportunity to join a guided 
tour of the house.  

Further details and  a booking form for 
dinner will be circulated shortly. 


