
This second edition of our „new look‟ Newsletter brings a 

variety of interests and activities for you to pursue. 

As you are aware we are developing activities and projects 

in Norwich and Chelmsford and soon in Cambridge too. 

All activities, wherever they take place, are open to all  

Fellows and their Guests and are not exclusive to Fellows  

in any one area. More Fellows are offering suggestions for  

topics of interest and offering to organize events or to invite  

RSA Fellows to join with other Associations in their activities.  

We, your committee, welcome your support so we can meet  

your interests and extend activities throughout the region.  

Thank you, to all those who are currently actively involved 

and contributing their time. 

Spring into Summer in the East  

Have you got an idea for an activity, 

debate, project, link with  

another organisation,? 

Don’t keep it quiet! 

-share it- 

Contact Paul Dickson 

isis@globalnet.co.uk 

01603 666011 

Newsletter April 2009 

At a Glance      Dates for your Diary      May — September 

Wednesday 6 May 6 p.m.        Waterfront Place, Chelmsford, ‘Site Tour ’  

Tuesday     19 May 6 p.m.        Maids Head Hotel, Norwich, ‘Transition Towns’ 

Saturday    13 June 11.30 a.m. Topsail Charters Ltd. ‘Barge Cruise’, Ipswich 

Saturday    20 June 9.30 a.m.   Bury St. Edmunds, ‘Heritage & Development’  

Saturday      4 July Noon          Murray Edwards College, Cambridge, ‘Garden Party’ 

Tuesday       7 July 6 p.m.         Emergency Control Centre, Norwich, ‘Emergency Planning’ 

Thursday   10 September        Cambridge, ‘Heritage Cambridge’ (Details tbc) 

Thursday   17 September Cambridge, ‘Development & Expansion in the Eastern Region’ (Details tbc) 

Saturday    19 September        AGM, Norwich (Details tbc) 

    Wednesday 6 May 6.00 p.m. at Waterfront Place, Chelmsford 

Derek Stebbing, Chelmsford Borough Council‟s Planning Policy Manager will 

lead a Tour of Key Town Centre Sites, followed by discussion and  

refreshment on returning to Waterfront Place. This event is free. If you have 

not yet indicated that you wish to attend please contact Malcolm Noble at  

mnoble3211@yahoo.com  so we know numbers to cater for refreshments.  

For Directions go to http://www.waterfront-place.co.uk/contactus.php 

The RSA contribution to the debate on the future of Chelmsford Town  

Centre continues to move apace with the development of the Writtle College Urban Territory Project and 

the proposal for a Town Centre Forum.  To address the „democratic deficit‟, identified as one of the key 

areas for consideration by group discussion at the meeting on 24th September 2008 it is proposed that 

RSA Chelmsford facilitate the formation of a Forum. There will be a meeting hosted by Chelmsford  

Borough Council to which will be invited representatives from the Borough and County Councils as well as 

representation from Business and the wider community, including the 28 districts around Chelmsford.  

Stop Press: For the date of this meeting, just announced, see Page 4 - 

Waterfront Place, Chelmsford 
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Tuesday 19 May 6.00 for 6.30 start, finish 8.00 p.m. 

Transition Norwich:  

       From Oil Dependence to Local Resilience 

              Presentation and Discussion  

        with Tully Wakeman, Transition Norwich 
This is a free event at The Maids Head Hotel, Tombland, Norwich.                                       

Parking on site. Directions can be found at www.foliohotels.com/maidshead,  

If you wish to attend please contact Paul Dickson at isis@globalnet.co.uk 

 

Peak Oil (the imminent decline in world oil supplies), climate change and economic dislocation will  

fundamentally challenge our way of life. The bad news is that much that we take for granted in our modern 

world will become increasingly difficult over the next few years. The good news is that, if we choose to, we 

can use this as an opportunity to rebuild communities and create a fairer and more human world. 

Transition Norwich is a group of some 300 people who are working to create a more resilient Norwich. 

Different theme groups are developing practical proposals and projects for food, energy, buildings,  

transport, the economy etc, that are less dependent on oil and other external inputs, and also reduce our 

climate change impact.  

The “Heart and Soul” group is working on cultural change, away from a world where consumption is the 

source of status, and towards one that values community. We invite you to join us!  

http://www.transitionnorwich.org.       Tully Wakeman  

RSA Norwich Update: Following the presentation on the RSA Project, Opening Minds by Lesley James, 

RSA National Head of Education at our last meeting, several schools have expressed an interest to know 

more from practitioners. We hope to facilitate further workshops. If you are interested in participating or 

know someone who would like to be involved please contact Claude Scott at cjscott@talktalk.net 

Continued - 

The Urban Territory Project, lead by Jeff Logsdon, Head of the School of Design at Writtle College,  

begins in September. The project, undertaken by Post Graduate Students in the School of Design, will be 

a team project; initial action will decide who will participate, how they will together and how to proceed. 

The following are some considerations, how to approach the landscape from all perspectives, what to  

examine in the urban world interfaces and to look at links on the urban edge with the countryside. There 

will be a number of tasks to be completed before an input from a Client/Stakeholder Panel in October. 

This will culminate in a summative presentation in November which will be followed by development of 

individual projects with specific relation to Chelmsford. It is anticipated that there will be a final presenta-

tion in the spring of 2010. We will keep you updated through the Newsletters. If you have a particular 

interest in the progress of this project and/or may be able to contribute please contact Malcolm Noble. 

The Maids Head Hotel 

Saturday 13 June 11.30 a.m. Topsail Charters Ltd.  ‘Barge Cruise’, Ipswich 

The cruise we organised last year on the Hydrogen was oversubscribed and 

so enjoyed by those who sailed on her that we offer you the opportunity to 

sail again. This time on the Thames Sailing Barge SB Kitty, seen pictured. 

Boarding at 11.30 a.m. to sail at Noon from the Old Customs House , Ipswich 

through Ipswich Dock with its fascinating mixture of old and new architecture 

to the lock gates and on to the River Orwell. We move under the eye-

catching Orwell Bridge, past Woolverstone and Pin mill, to Harwich Harbour 

and Felixstowe, one of the busiest shipping lanes in Europe, which is a hive of 

activity and interest. Ploughmans Lunch and Pudding is served enroute, we 

return at approximately 4 p.m. after a four hour cruise. Cost £33 per person. 

The bar is open throughout the trip. The closing date for booking is Friday  

22 May. Places are limited, book early to avoid disappointment using the Booking Form on the last page. 

To find information about the barges visit www.topsailcharters.co.uk Contact: gladys.jones@virgin.net 

http://www.foliohotels.com/maidshead
http://www.transitionnorwich.org/
http://www.top-sail.co.uk/
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Saturday 20 June 9.30-4.30 p.m. Unitarian Church, Bury St. Edmunds 

‘Heritage & Development’  

This is a joint meeting with the East of England Association of Civic Trust Societies, RSA, Shape East 
We are pleased to offer you the opportunity to discuss how the heritage and character of our towns can  

be preserved and adapted at a time of rapid expansion and to visit Bury St Edmunds arc, a new shopping  

centre, with experts in the field.  

We have three excellent speakers, Greg Luton, Regional Director of English Heritage,  

John Preston of the Institute for Historic Building and Conservation and Barry Shaw, Director of EDI 

and Head of the Built Environment at Essex County Council. 

The Programme is outlined below and includes Buffet Lunch, Cost £11.50 

Numbers are limited, so before booking please check availability with Gladys Jones, at gladys.jones@virgin.net 

Closing date for Booking is Friday12 June. Please use the Booking form on the last page. 

Themes: (i) To generate interest among non-professionals 

             (ii) To show professionals it is worth engaging with non-professionals 

 9.30 Coffee and Registration 
10.00 Design of New Buildings in Heritage Areas,  
         Converting Old Buildings to New Uses, Greg Luton, Regional Director English Heritage 

10.45 Old and New in Essex, Barry Shaw, Director of EDI and Head of the Built Environment at Essex County Council. 
11.30 Coffee 
11.45 The System and Current Changes to It,  

         Skills Availability, John Preston of the Institute for Historic Building and Conservation  
12.30 Engaging Young People, National Youth Agency 
13.15 Lunch 
14.00 Visit to Bury St Edmunds arc 

15.30 What is Good and Bad About the Bury arc? 
16.15 Tea and Close 
Find Information about Bury St Edmunds Centre, Travel, Parking etc. at www.arc-burystedmunds.com/ 

A Map for finding the Unitarian Church is at www.bury-st-edmunds-unitarians.org/ 

Saturday 4 July Noon – 3.00 p.m. Garden Party  

Murray Edwards College, (Formally New Hall)  

Huntingdon Road, Cambridge CB3 0DF       www.murrayedwards.cam.ac.uk 

 
 

  

Fountain Court and the Library The Fellows‟ Garden 
We have been given exclusive use of The Fellows‟ Drawing Room, Dining Room and Garden.  

The Garden Party begins with a drinks‟ reception in the Fellows‟ Drawing Room followed by a  

sit-down two-course buffet lunch with wine, soft drinks and coffee.  

Jennifer Barnes FRSA, President of Murray Edwards College will join us for lunch. 

After lunch, Amanda Rigler, Curator of New Hall Art Collection, will give an introductory talk about 

the College‟s permanent collection comprising more than 350 contemporary works by women artists. 

Paintings, Prints and Sculptures are displayed throughout the College. Artists featured include  

Sandra Blow, Maggi Hambling, Barbara Hepworth and Lucy Jones. We will free to explore the  

collection after Amanda‟s talk. 

http://www.arc-burystedmunds.com/
http://www.bury-st-edmunds-unitarians.org/
http://www.murrayedwards.cam.ac.uk/
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A month in Africa   

Exhibition from: 4 - 30 May 2009 

Michaelhouse Trinity Street, St Michael’s Church, Cambridge, CB2 1SU 

Showing Art by Roland Eva, Deanna Tyson, John Lyons, Deryck Campbelle 

Part of the Heart of the World, Cambridge.  
A celebration and exploration of music and culture from around the world. 
More details of events in May can be found on www.heartoftheworld.co.uk 
 
 

 

Continued - 

New Hall was founded in 1954 to bring more able women to Cambridge. In June 2008 New Hall  

announced its refoundation as Murray Edwards College, following an extremely generous donation of  

£30 million from Ros Smith, a former student, and her husband, Steve Edwards. This fulfils the ambitions 

of New Hall's First President, Rosemary Murray, to endow the College and give it a permanent name.  

We look forward to welcoming many Fellows and Guests to this event, but particularly we hope to meet 

with those who have become Fellows since July 2008, for whom the cost is £23, for all other Fellows and 

Guests the cost is £28. 

To book please use the Booking Form on the last page. Contact Gladys Jones at gladys.jones@virgin.net 

Closing date for booking is Friday 19 June. There is a limit on numbers so early booking is advised. 

Tuesday 7 July 6 p.m. at the Emergency Control Centre, Norwich, 

‘Emergency Planning’ 

This meeting will be held at a former nuclear shelter in Norwich where Stephen Hunter, an Emergency  

Planning Consultant, will instruct us on emergency planning and the management of any serious event 

which could affect the area or the county. 

If you wish to attend please contact Paul Dickson at isis@globalnet.co.uk by 26 June for further details. 

 Continued From Page 1 

Conference: Monday 22 June 9.30 a.m. at Chelmsford Civic Centre 

On June 22 we aim to launch the Forum.  

The Mayor of Chelmsford will open the conference which is hosted by Chelmsford Borough Council. 

The Chief Executive Officer of the RSA, Matthew Taylor, will be the keynote speaker.   

Planning Officers from the Borough Council together with Barry Shaw, Head of the Built Environment 

Section, Essex County Council and Director of the Essex Design Initiative, and with representatives from 

Business and the local Community will attend. 

As this has just been announced further details can be obtained from Malcolm Noble at  
mnoble3211@yahoo.com 

We hope you will be able to attend this meeting to support this ongoing project initiated by your region. 

 

 

Details of the September events will be in the next Newsletter in July 
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Saturday 13 June 11.30 a.m. Topsail Charters Ltd.  ‘Barge Cruise’, Ipswich 

Complete and send to: Gladys Jones, Clare Cottage, 16 The Sounds, Dalham, Newmarket, Suffolk CB8 8TJ 

Enquiries to Gladys Jones at gladys.jones@virgin.net  or  01638 500404    

Please reserve …….. place/s for the Barge Cruise with Ploughmans and Pudding Lunch £33 per person 

I enclose a cheque for £ …………… payable to RSA East of England Region and e-mail address for  

confirmation of booking and further details OR - a stamped addressed envelope if you require  

confirmation of booking and further details by post. 

Name/s of Fellow/s:   

Address:   

         Postcode: 

Telephone:                                                 Email: 

Name/s of Guest/s: 

Do you or any of your guests have special dietary requirements?  Please specify: 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Saturday 20 June 9.30-4.30 p.m. Unitarian Church, Bury St. Edmunds 

Complete and send to: Gladys Jones, Clare Cottage, 16 The Sounds, Dalham, Newmarket, Suffolk CB8 8TJ 

Enquiries to Gladys Jones at gladys.jones@virgin.net  or  01638 500404    

Please reserve …….. place/s for ‘Heritage & Development’ with Buffet Lunch £11.50 per person 

 I enclose a cheque for £ …………… payable to RSA East of England Region and e-mail address for  

confirmation of booking and further details OR - a stamped addressed envelope if you require  

confirmation of booking and further details by post. 

Name/s of Fellow/s:   

Address:   

         Postcode: 

Telephone:                                                 Email: 

Name/s of Guest/s: 

Do you or any of your guests have special dietary /disability access requirements? Please specify:  

______________________________________________________________________ ________________ 

Saturday 4 July Noon – 3.00 p.m. Garden Party  

Complete and send to: Gladys Jones, Clare Cottage, 16 The Sounds, Dalham, Newmarket, Suffolk CB8 8TJ 

Enquiries to Gladys Jones at gladys.jones@virgin.net  or  01638 500404    

Please reserve …….. place/s for New Fellow/s since July 2008 at £23 per person  

Please reserve …….. place/s for Fellow/s & Guest/s at £28 per person  

I enclose a cheque for £ …………… payable to RSA East of England Region and e-mail address for  

confirmation of booking and further details OR - a stamped addressed envelope if you require  

confirmation of booking and further details by post. 

Name/s of Fellow/s:   

Address:   

         Postcode: 

Telephone:                                                 Email: 

Name/s of Guest/s: 

Do you or any of your guests have special dietary /disability access requirements? Please specify:  


