Dear Fellow:

Please find the RSA East of England October '08 Newsletter together with booking information for November Events and some ‘Dates for your Diary’. Guests are welcome at all events. If you receive this Newsletter by email you will find it easier to read the attachment copy, where you will also find the booking form. For further information please refer to the contact given with each item or contact Gladys Jones, Programme Secretary, on 01638 500404 or email gladys.jones@virgin.net
EAST OF ENGLAND REGION

Newsletter October 2008

Welcome
I took over as Chairman of RSA East of England at our AGM in Ely last month. I would like to thank Gordon Bell, my immediate predecessor, for all his hard work on behalf of RSA Fellows and for agreeing to take on the role of Treasurer for one year. Keith Dabbs, our Treasurer, retired from the committee at the AGM after caring for our books for five years. I am extremely grateful for his dedicated service to RSA East of England. We need to recruit a new Treasurer by next September – volunteers are very welcome.

Who am I? I come from Tyneside. I have lived in Norfolk for 20 years and currently live in Norwich. I used to work for The National Trust in the North East and East Anglia as Regional Marketing and Communications Manager. But for the last 10 years I have operated as a freelance PR consultant and writer. 

I responded to an RSA mail shot and applied to be a Fellow just over three years ago. 

Why? Partly because of the organisation’s history, but mainly because of the wide variety of interests and backgrounds that make up the Fellowship. The RSA offered a different experience to a business networking group or my own professional organisation. 

Rather than just pay my subscription I joined the committee at my first AGM. I wanted to get involved to explore what the RSA could offer me and in turn what I could offer the RSA. After three years my view of the Fellowship is that we are potentially a great ‘dating’ agency on a business and community level. 

If you are looking for support or advice for a particular project there is bound to be a Fellow out there with the necessary experience. The challenge in our busy lives is making those connections.

We continue to run a successful programme of events organised by the committee and other Fellows, who have a passion for a particular project or activity and want to share that passion. I am keen for this to continue, but we need Fellows to come up with suggestions who also want to lead on those events.

I also want us to work closely with other organisations. For example we are planning a joint event with the Chartered Management Institute next year in Norwich.

We also have the opportunity to develop local networks. A group has met in Norwich for nearly three years and we are hoping that groups in Hertfordshire and Chelmsford will become established. Others I hope will follow. 
Local networks are potentially a good way for local Fellows to interact, possibly launch their own project or get involved in a scheme to benefit their local community, or just swap ideas and experiences.    

The good news is that Maureen Carlomagno, a member of the RSA’s Outreach team, will be helping us develop our local networks over the coming months.

Finally as a committee we are very keen to hear from Fellows about what they want. How can we make more of the fellowship together? Ideas for activities, events and new local groups are very welcome, especially from Fellows who feel they can offer some time to make things happen.

Paul Dickson      Email isis@globalnet.co.uk, tel. 01603 666011

Cambridge University Press & Networking
Tuesday 18 November 6.00 for 6.30 p.m. 

Host, Stephen Bourne Chief Executive of Cambridge University Press

At Cambridge University Book Shop, 1 Trinity Street, Cambridge
The Cambridge University Press bookshop stands at the very heart of Cambridge, on the corner of Trinity Street and King's Parade next to the University Senate-House, Great St Mary's Church and the city marketplace. This is the oldest bookshop site in the country, from which books have been sold since at least 1581.

Wine and Nibbles, cost £5, Book by Monday 10 November (see booking form)
Cambridge University Press publishes the finest academic and educational writing from around the world. As a department of the University of Cambridge, its purpose is to further the University's objective of advancing knowledge, education, learning, and research. Cambridge is not just a leading British publisher; it is the oldest printer and publisher in the world and one of the largest academic publishers globally.
The Chief Executive of the Press, Stephen Bourne, is responsible to the Press Syndicate for the running of the entire Press worldwide; the Press's Executive Directorship, consisting of the heads of the principal groups, departments and regions, is responsible to him through the Press Board. He will provide us with an insight in to Cambridge University Press which was founded by a royal charter granted to the University of Cambridge by King Henry VIII in 1534. It is the oldest printer and publisher in the world, having been operating continuously since 1584.

Come and meet up with Fellows, a good opportunity to catch up with those Fellows familiar and new.

________________________________________

Following the successful meeting with Derek Stebbing, Chelmsford Council’s Planning Policy Manager
we now want to consider - 

How might we contribute to the debate on the future of Chelmsford Town Centre?

Monday 10th November 6.30 arrival for coffee and biscuits, starting at 7.00p.m. Free

At Horizon Suite at Waterfront Place, Wharf Road, Chelmsford, Essex, CM2 6LU
We will address the issues, see brief notes below, highlighted during Derek Stebbing’s excellent presentation on 24th September. We will also consider other possible topics of interest to Chelmsford RSA Fellows. Guests are welcome. As numbers are limited, if you are able to attend, please reply to -mnoble3211@yahoo.com
The restaurant and brasserie are available for those wishing to enjoy a meal after the session.

Directions - From the Army and Navy roundabout, take the exit for the Town Centre (A1060). At the first roundabout take the third exit (Springfield Road), then right again on to Wharf Road. Waterfront Place is situated 150 metres on your left. There is parking on site.

A Strategy to Drive Development and Improvement, Chelmsford Town Centre
The Chelmsford Town Centre Area Action Plan DPD (AAP) forms part of the Local Development Framework (LDF) for Chelmsford Borough and sets out a land use and urban design framework to direct development and public realm investment The main requirements of the plan included provision of approximately 16,000 new houses and 9,600 new jobs or more. Buildings should be sustainable, use brown field sites, be energy efficient, include quality local shops, and provide leisure facilities. It is intended that 50% of the homes, 8,000 and 80% of new employment be located in the town.

The AAP listed 30 opportunity areas. One of the main drivers for change is retail growth 1,000 m near Chelmer Waterside is assigned for shops, providing 30% of employment. 
Some intentions include:- A new railway station is proposed. 40,000 from locality travel daily by train to London. 

Three ‘green wedges’, and a ‘green grid’ will extend through much of the urban area, the river valleys, to be landscaped to provide walking, cycling, recreation facility and wild life and the canal and dockland areas to provide leisure facility.

Building heights are due to rise, 9-11 storeys in some cases. Central Park is to be developed into a true city park. Chelmsford has a rich conservation history, including architecture to be respected. The Cathedral area will be protected.

Following group discussion to address the focus of the meeting – How might RSA Fellows contribute to the future development and implementation of the strategy? The following interest areas were suggested –

Pedestrianisation – walk ways/cycle ways to provide access across the city, traffic free, with a people focus.
Use of the water ways should be maximised so enhancing the environment and drawing people to the area.
A sense of ownership seemed lacking. Development needed to be of high quality.

The distances across the city from the rail and bus stations to the proposed new development needs consideration.

There appeared to be a rather ’top down’ approach. A democratic deficit?

Concerns were expressed for the energy efficiency and sustainability of the proposals.

High quality buildings, open spaces and parks should be a priority.
Chelmsford should be a destination for culture e.g. a Gallery, the Arts, Theatre etc.
There should be an emphasis on looking at the needs of the community. 

Full notes and Derek Stebbing’s power point presentation available from gladys.jones@virgin.net
RSA Norwich Group

‘I Know Someone Like That’

Founder of our Norwich Fellows Group, Robert Ashton FRSA has just written his seventh book.

 Titled ‘I Know Someone Like That – One Man’s Search for Normal in Norfolk’, it profiles more than 30 local people whose lives have been influenced by the attitudes and prejudices of others.

Interviewees include Illuminee, who escaped the Rwandan genocide, Heather who married a man 16yrs her junior, Delia, a teacher who became a lay preacher when she retired, Kerry, who keeps Alpacas and used to be a fireman called Roger and David, a farmer’s son who did drugs before training as a psychotherapist.

Stephen Fry has endorsed the book, writing,’ this book is a clear, readable and immensely touching account of how real people cope in the real world. I recommend this to everyone, for as the title suggests, we all know someone ..."

Profits from the book will fund Stuff Stigma, a Norfolk anti-stigma campaign that forms part of the Big Lottery funded ‘Time for Change’ campaign. The book is an easy, although thought provoking read. It would make a great Christmas present. Copies can be obtained online at http://www.robertashton.co.uk/products/20080810 

The next meeting at which all are welcome, including guests, is on -
Tuesday November 11th at Pulse Café Bar, The Old Fire Station Stables, Labour In Vain Yard, Guildhall Hill, Norwich, Phone/Fax 01603 765562 (Parking at St Giles multi-story or The Forum) 
From 5.30 p.m. Discussions. Free Coffee 7.00p.m. Just come along and join the lively exchanges.

Supper, for those who wish to stay. Vegetarian food, wine etc. To book a place for supper, please contact Robert Ashton via PA: Anne Smales on 01953 605000 or at anne@robertashton.co.uk 
Forthcoming Events, mark these Dates in your Diary

. 

October, expected date 21st, 22nd, 23rd, Apologies, due to unforeseen circumstances this event has been postponed.
Reminder RSA Norwich Meets 2nd Tuesday in the Month i.e. 11th ‘08 November, 9th ’08 December, 13th January 2009

Friday April 3rd 2009 Annual Dinner, Christ’s College Cambridge

________________________________________________________________________________________________
Cambridge University Press & Networking

Tuesday 18 November 6.00 for 6.30 p.m. 

To: Gladys Jones, Clare Cottage, 16 The Sounds, Dalham, Newmarket, Suffolk CB8 8TJ

Telephone; 01638 500404   Email: gladys.jones @virgin.net     
Please reserve …….. places for Tuesday 18 November 6.00 for 6.30 p.m. £5

I enclose a cheque for £ …………… payable to RSA East of England Region and e-mail address for confirmation of booking and further details OR - a stamped addressed envelope if you require confirmation of booking and further details by post.

Name/s of Fellows/s:- …………………………………………………………........................................................................

Address:-    ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………    Postcode:- …………………………………………………………

Telephone:……………………………………… e-mail address:  ……………………………………………………………......

Name/s of Guest/s:-      ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………







