RSA

South Central Region Annual General Meeting

Held at 12.00pm on Saturday 5 July 2008 at The Living Rainforest, Hampstead Norreys, near Newbury

Commiittee Members present: Chairman Marie Lane ,Deputy Chairman Tony Hoskins, Hon Secretary Hilary Carrington, Hon Treasurer Giles Fletcher

 Greg Slay, Jim Jenkins, Steuart Thompson 
Apologies: 
                                      Vera Hughes, John Irwin, Tim and Liz Lines, Michael Lowe. 
Chairman's Welcome Marie welcomed Fellows and guests and described the programme for the day, which included a talk about The Living Rainforest by Director Karl Hansen, and a guided tour of the Rainforest.
Minutes of previous meeting and matters arising: the Minutes of the AGM on 7 July 2007 were confirmed as correct and signed by the Chairman. There were no amendments or matters arising.
Chairman's Report: Marie's report mostly comprised a Powerpoint presentation of the strategy for South Central Region, which she has suggested in answer to the changing face of the RSA as conceived by the Chief Executive, Matthew Taylor in conjunction with The House. A copy is attached. (Tony Hoskins has produced a more detailed strategy which the Committee will discuss at its next meeting). Marie emphasised the need for greater communication between Fellows, for regional projects including the possibility of locally centred events and the need for RSA Networks to be a coherent concept. There are several local events already planned.
Hon Secretary's Report
Events: As usual these have ranged throughout the Region, from Buckinghamshire to Southampton, and Bournemouth to Chichester. Attendance has in general been good. Local Events Groups have grown, with Chichester and Thames Valley being very active, and a new pro-active group at work in Salisbury and Andover. Bournemouth and Southampton groups have been quieter, but there is still plenty of thought and activity being given to them. The Isle of Wight held a promising introductory meeting and it is hoped that further events will be planned.

Changes in policy at The House have affected the planning of the programme for 2008-9, as has the change in Committee Officers, but we hope to finalise ideas soon.

As you may know, I have recently undergone an operation, and I owe enormous thanks to Steuart Thompson for taking over my duties so efficiently in the last few weeks. I'm glad to say that I have made a good recovery!

My thanks and appreciation go also to Giles Fletcher, our inestimable Treasurer, who is standing down after 10 years service on the Committee. He has been a joy to work with and has also somehow managed to balance the books over all the years he has been Treasurer. We shall miss him!

We welcome Steuart, who has agreed to take on this role, and wish him good luck with it.

I had already decided to stand down as Secretary before my illness, but I'd like to say how much I have enjoyed the last few years, and that I hope to remain on the Committee for the time being.
Hon Treasurer's Report See attached statement. 
Also, Giles emphasised the need to maintain strict financial control of Regional funds, so that Regions may maintain their independence of The House. Alan Carrington queried the amount of funding supplied from The House, which appears very variable. Giles noted the difference in turnover from 1998 when he joined the Committee.

Local Events Groups 

Southampton Leg (mainly SO postcodes) has held two successful events this year, with a visit to the Solent Sky Museum in Southampton, which has a fascinating history of the aviation industry, much of which began in the Southampton area, and a tour of the horticultural and fisheries sections of Sparsholt Agricultural College, near Winchester. 

Thames Valley Leg (RG, SL and HP postcodes): Tony Hoskins thanked his Leg committee for their work in organising events lectures. The aim is to concentrate on evening events, with the occasional daytime one, The year the lecture on cybernetics by Kevin Warwick was immensely successful. There is an active programme planned for 2008-9, including a visit to Prodrive at Banbury, the world's leading rally and sports car manufacturing facility, and a talk by one of the world's leading rowers. It is hoped to involve the Milton Keynes area also in the Thames Valley Leg.  
Chichester and Portsmouth Leg: A lively programme of events and discussions is underway in this area. 
An RSA Networks evening was held in Chichester on April 7, in which Matthew Taylor explained the concept and group discussions on various topics were held. There is enthusiasm for the Networks concept, and more details of this event are on the South Central website. An evening at Chichester Theatre concentrated on the financing of the theatre and proved extremely interesting.
Bournemouth and Poole Leg combined with the Southampton Leg for a visit to the Fortune Centre of Riding Therapy in Bransgore, near Ringwood, which uses horses and horse motivation to help for 16-25 year olds learning disabilities. Those attending found it fascinating, and were most impressed by the change such involvement brought to the young people, giving then day to day discipline in their lives by teaching them the practical needs of looking after horses, such as mixing food in the right quantities, as well as learning to ride them , which helps with their physical coordination. It would be well worth another visit.
Salisbury Leg:  This new group is flourishing, having formed a working party to consider and influence housing issues in the area. A visit to Salisbury Cathedral, with a talk from Dean June Osborne, is arranged for October 1.
(NB Please see latest Newsletter for more details of Leg information). 
Election of officers and committee members
Tony Hoskins (proposed by Marie Lane, seconded by Ian Gibb) was elected as Chairman 2008-10
Marie Lane (proposed by Hilary Carrington, seconded by Jim Jenkins) was elected as Deputy Chairman for 2008-9
Greg Slay (proposed by John Pendry, seconded by Maggie Macnamara) was elected Hon Secretary for 2008-11

Steuart Thompson (proposed by Giles Fletcher, seconded by 'Wenna Fletcher) was elected for 2008-11
Cyril Levicki (proposed by Tony Hoskins, seconded by Ian Gibb) was elected committee member for a further 3 years.

Hilary Carrington (proposed by Lucille Pendry, seconded by Jim Jenkins) was elected a committee member for a first 3 year term.
Regional Committee 2008-9

Chairman Tony Hoskins

Deputy Chairman Marie Lane

Hon Secretary Greg Slay

Treasurer Steuart Thompson

Members: Tessy Britton, Hilary Carrington. Mark de Grey, Duncan Hanner, Jim Jenkins, Cyril Levicki,, Michael Lowe.

Other business 
Anne Spokes Symonds spoke of the isolation of Fellows in Oxford, and the need to find ways of communicating with each other. She also suggested that name badges might be worn by all attendees at events. Joan Belcher further suggested that each region should have different coloured badges.
Hector Maclean felt that the Swindon area was also isolated and suggested a Local Events Group there.

Ian Gardiner thought that amplification equipment should be used at the AGM.

Dennis Gower suggested the Watermill Theatre at Bagnor as a good place for a meeting.
The Committee promised to consider all these very pertinent suggestions.

The meeting closed at 12pm.

Signed _________________________________ (Chairman)

Date __________________________________

