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General matters. Local Event groups.

A major priority this year is to get the three additional events centres, Truro, Plymouth and Taunton up and running with at least 4 events each a year. This is therefore an appeal to Fellows in each of those areas to ‘get active’ and try and have some local meetings. I will provide a list of speakers who are prepared to talk about regional issues and matters and I can be contacted anytime, to assist what basically amounts to hiring a room, with or without wine and a meal, and getting a speaker on either a local topic, or a matter that is of public concern.

Regional events.

The following regional events are planned for next year.

1. Annual Fellows Gathering. Proposed for March 2010, with Luke Johnson, current Chair of the RSA and of Channel 4, to speak. Probably either Dartington Hall or the Arundell Arms.

2. What happened to our money ? (Put back for RSA debates) A further attempt to get the bankers to explain what happened to the world’s money over the last two years. To take the form of a full Saturday morning seminar, at Exeter University, and later at Plymouth University and at the University of Cornwall at Falmouth. With a lunch to follow. I am inviting Gillian Tett, the Banking correspondent of the Financial Times who won the journalist of the year award for her reporting of the financial crisis. I will once again attempt to get the local banks, at regional level, to provide speakers. 

3. Day out at the Devon County Show . Saturday 22nd May 2010. This event combines a visit

the premier regional agricultural show as guest Vice Presidents, together with lunch in the

Vice Presidents marquee. I am seeking to do the same at the Cornish Show and the Somerset (Bath and Wells show)   

4. Annual Jurassic coast cruise with the Royal Geographical Society. Proposed for Saturday 22nd
July 2010. This is now an annual event and this year we will attempt a full days programme operating with Ian Stuart’s boat out of Exmouth. Last year (2009) we had a brilliant day out,

thanks largely to the weather, which we cannot count on.   
5. General Election. A general election must be called before the end of June 2010. The rumour mill in 

Westminster says that it will be April 8th. I propose to set up a number of regional meetings and invite candidates from the main parties and some of the party leaders, to put their agendas to the Fellows. In planning but hope for Jan, Feb and March.

6. Annual SW lunch or dinner in the House of Lords. Planned for shortly after the election to give Fellows a taste of and feel for the new Parliament and the new government.

The Exeter Local Events Group programme.
Jan 2010 to Sept 2010. Exeter has a fairly fixed meeting place; the Devon and Exeter Institution, and mostly meets on the last Thursday of each month. The following meetings are in the planning stages and will be confirmed in a formal programme at the end of the year.

1. Securing the future of the Scillies. Robin Tatam, our former Chairman, will tell us about

the thrills and spills of being the project manager for the rebuilding of the jetties on most of

the Scilly Islands.

2. North Korea. The tourist view. Julian Nowill, a director of local stockbrokers Brewin Dolphin

Will tell us what its really like in the Hermit Kingdom, where he holidayed in 2009.

3. Bertie Ahern, the former Irish Prime Minister, has promised to come next year and tell us how

The Celtic Tiger is getting back on its feet, with lessons for the West Country. This will

Probably be a regional event.

4. The story of the Sunday Time Rich list. Dr Philip Beresford a graduate of Exeter University, 

will tell us how he created the most iconic and successful feature in British journalism, now in its 21st year. 

5. The Afghanistan story. General Patrick Cordingly, who commanded 1 Armoured Brigade

In the 1st Gulf war, will be invited to give his views on our current engagement in Afghanistan

6. Visit to Higrove.  A renewed bid to visit Prince Charles home and gardens is underway.

The waiting list is very long just now.

7. Visit to the Met Office. Like Highgrove, this has been attempted several times but the

Met office abandoned special group visits. We are negotiating 

8. The man who made Exeter University. The Vice Chancellor of Exeter, Professor Steve Smith has 

made profound changes to the University, which accounts for over 50% of all employment in 

Exeter. He will be invited to tell us more about his vision for the future of this vital institution.

9. Landownership in modern Britain. The landowners view. David Fursdon, whose family have farmed  land and lived at Fursdon for over 700 years, will give us the view of the modern landowner, seen from his very eminent position as a recent Chairman of the Country Land an Business Owners Association.

10. The Clinton Devon Estate. The Clinton Devon Estate, which runs to 25,000 acres is an example of

vigorous adaptation and development. We will invite the Estate to come and tell us about current developments and plans for the future 
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