
Welcome to 

The RSA House

A central London venue where Georgian grandeur meets  

high quality contemporary design



Private Events

The RSA has played host to some landmark events, including Britain’s first photographic exhibition and early 

public demonstrations of the telephone and talking film. The House, designed by Robert Adam in the early 

1770s, is the historic home of The RSA.

A famous centre for enlightened thinking, the building has been the intellectual and social home of some of the 

greatest thinkers and social activists of the past 200 years. Today it is also recognised as one of the most 

exclusive and sought after locations in London for a wide range of social and private events.

Our unique, listed building combines Georgian grandeur with high quality contemporary design offering a 

flexible space that can cater for a variety of different functions.

Situated in a prime location just off the Strand in central London, our hospitality and catering team supplies a 

bespoke service to clients. Whether it's a birthday for 200, bar or bat mitzvah, anniversary dinner, wedding 

ceremony, reception or party, we can provide the best in hospitality.

The RSA House also has more intimate rooms for smaller events involving between 4 and 50 guests. With their 

natural light and original Adam-style interiors, these offer an inspiring setting for intimate dinners, memorials 

and celebrations.



The Vaults
Reception up to 220

Seated up to 80

Originally riverfront warehouses, the fully converted Vaults 

provide a unique and versatile space for large parties & 

reception or more intimate dinners. 

Built-in adaptable lighting and railings to hang decorations, the 

space can be easily transformed to suit every event style. 



The Great Room

Reception up to 200

Seated up to 140

Theatre style up to 180

One of the original RSA rooms, The Great Room is one of the 

most spectacular and delightful rooms in London. The glass 

domed ceiling allows daylight to illuminate the celebrated 

painting ‘The Progress of Human Knowledge’ by James Berry. 



The Benjamin Franklin Room
Reception up to 150

Seated up to 110

This room is ideal for dinners and standing receptions. With the 

four original Georgian pillars, these are not just ornamental but 

also structural, holding up the floor of the Great Room above. 

This room is decorated with a modern chandelier commissioned 

by the RSA in 2012 and the two Adams fireplaces (originally in 

the Great Room), this room ties in the old and the new 

beautifully. Your guests can look over the iconic Strand through 

the large sash window which runs the width of the room. 



The Tavern Room

Reception up to 100

Seated up to 50

Originally an actual Tavern, frequented by Charles Dickens 

and the RSA founders, this room has been preserved and 

decorated to a very high standard. With dark walls, large 

windows, polished wood flooring, and highlighted with a 

stunning and simple Georgian ceiling this room is a stunning 

setting for a reception. 



Durham Street 

Auditorium

Theatre 60

This built-in theatre is ideal for a screening and has the last 

remaining stretch of an 18th century roadway, which was part 

of a tunnel beneath the House leading to the Thames. 



Prince Philip Room and Romney Room
Reception up to 60

Seated up to 50

The Prince Philip Room has large sash windows providing a lot 

of daylight. It has a beautiful Adam ceiling which adds history 

and character to any event. This room has a connected door 

to The Romney which has large space to enhance your event. 

Reception up to 50

Seated up to 20

The Romney Room is a large room which boasts a stunning original 

Adam ceiling and gives an atmospheric backdrop to any

candlelit evening event. It is elegantly decorated with contemporary 

artwork by Jane Harris and Craigie Aitchison, on loan to the RSA from 

the Arts Council. 



Shipley, 

Drawing & 

Folkestone 

Rooms

Shipley Room- 12 seated

It is an elegant, traditionally decorated room, featuring stunning Adam ceiling and a 

Regency chandelier. The period Georgian room accommodated 12 guests for an intimate 

dinner. There is a linking door to the Drawing Room for holding pre-event drinks. 

Drawing Room- 20 Reception

Finished in a relaxed, contemporary fashion, this room is the perfect setting for casual yet 

elegant reception for up to 20 guests. 

It is also used as our bridal suite for any weddings held at the RSA. 

Folkestone Room- 50 reception, 14 seated

This traditional, neutral and bright room is ideal for an intimate dinner up to 14 guests. 

Shipley Room Folkestone RoomDrawing Room



Fabulous Food

RSA House is proud to work alongside award winning Harbour 

& Jones (H&J) to provide our guests with delicious, 

sustainable food. Menus feature seasonal produce, with 

ingredients sourced from smaller, entrepreneurial businesses; 

from the local area where possible to reduce food miles. 

We can cater for most requirements and will meet your needs 

with the utmost attention to detail. The RSA plans and caters 

for events such as weddings, luncheons or dinners, and a 

range of debates, screenings and lectures open to the public. 

Some dining options include, but are not limited to, 

contemporary canapés, fork buffets, seated fine dining or 

‘Street Eats’, our more interactive food stations where the 

chefs cook the dishes whilst mingling with guests. 

Harbour & Jones

H&J is a specialist caterer and offers a high quality service 

and a superior dining experience for any

event, small or large.

Established in 2004, our catering partner brings an added 

flair to RSA House and the creativity of our

food and menus.  Their genuine passion to provide 

exemplary service and mouth-watering food, when 

combined with the enviable facilities of The House, 

translated into a memorable event that is adaptable, well-

orchestrated and of the highest standard. 

H&J won the prestigious Event Caterer of the Year award at 

the 2014 Event Awards. 



How to find us
The RSA’s main entrance is located just 

behind the iconic Strand in central 

London, within easy walking distance 

of underground and railway stations. 

Underground stations

Charing Cross

Embankment 

Covent Garden

Leicester Square

Railway Stations

Charing Cross

Waterloo

Parking

Adelphi Carpark (NCP) via tunnel in 

Lower Robert Street off York Buildings 

or Savoy Place


